[7:00 A.M. EST)

THE PRESIDENT: Late yesterday, I cancelled a2 carefully
planned operation which was underway in Iran to position our rescue
team for later withdrawal of American hostages who have been held
captive tThers since November 4th.

Eguipment fzilure in the rescue helicepters made it
necessary to end the mission. As our team was withdrawing, after
my order to do so, two of our American airecrsft eollided on the
ground feollowing a refueling gpsratien in a remote desert location
in Iran. Other infcrmation about this rescue mission will be made
avallable to the American people when it is approoriate te do so.

There was no fighting; there was no combat. Bu:z to
my deep ragret, eight of the cerewmen gf the twe aircraft which
collided were killed, and several other americans wars hurt in the
apsident.

Cur people were lmmediately airlifted from Iran. Those
who were injured have gotten medical treatment and all of them are
expectad to recover. '

No knowledge of this operation by any Iranian officizls
or anthorities was evident to us until gev=ral houvrs afier all
Americans wWere withdrawn from Iran.
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Dur rescus te2am knaw, and I xnew, that the opsration
was certain to be difficult and it was certain to be dangercus. We
were all convinced that if and when the rescue gperation had besn
commanced that it had an eaxcellent chance of success. They were
all wolunteers; they were all highly trained. I met with thsir
lepadars before they went on this opsraticn. They knew then what
hop2s of mine and of all Americans they carried with them.

e To the families of those who died and who were wounded,
I wars:ﬂﬂIEK;ress the admiration I fael £or the courage of thelir
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loved ones and the sorrow that I feel personally for thelr sacrifice.

~he mission on which they were embarksd was a humanitzarian
mission. It was not directed against Iran; it was not dirsctsd against
the people of Iran. It was not undertaken with any feeling of
hostility toward Iran or its people. It == caused na Iranian
caszaltias.,
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Plaaning for +his rescus effart hegan shartly a
aprbhassy was seized. But, for a number of rsssons, I wal
1 now to put thosge rescue plans into effect. To be fea

mplex op2rztion had to ke the product of intensive 3

intengive «rajning and r2peated rehearzal. s

MORE



However, a resclution of this crisis through negotiations
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and wizth wvoluntary acticn on the part of the Iraniasn officials
was chvicusly then, has been and will be oreferable.

Thnis rescue attempt had to awsit my judgment that the
Iranian autherities could not ar would got resolve this orisis an
tha=ir own initiative. With the steadv unraveling of authority in
Iran and the mounting dangers that were posed to the szafsty of the
i hostages themselves and the growing realization that their early
ralease was highly unlikely, T made a cecision to commence the
rascue operations plans.

Loy Tnis zttampt became a necessity and a éuty. Tha 1
= readiness of our team to undertake the rescue made it completely
Dy practicable. accordingly, I made the decision =0 set our long
e developed plans into operatien. I ordered this rescue mission
: prepared in order to safeguard American lives, to protect Ameriza's
WH national interest and ko reduce the tensions in the world that
—_— have besen caused among many nations as this crisis has continued.
It was my decision to attempt the rescue operation. It was my
— decision to gancel it when oroblems developed in the placement aof
our reszcue team for a futurs rescue operation. The responsibility
. 15 fully my oawn.
—
g.

In the afiermath of the attempi, we continu
the government of
2arly release oz

Iran responsible £for the =zafety and o
the American heostages who hava besn nhesl
The United States remains determined to or
ir safe relszse at the sarliest date possibls. As ?r
now that our entire nation feels the deep gratitude I
the brave npen who were preparsed ko rescue Qheir Iellow Americans

Erom caytiv;hy. &nd, as President, I also know that the nation

sharss not only my dis&?ﬂﬂiﬂtm&nt that the rescue effort could not
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be mounted beczuse of mechanical difficulties, but alse my determinaticn
. to parsevere and to bring all of our hostages home to fresdom.

We have besn disappointed befora. We will not give
up in our effsris. Throughout this extraordinarily difiicult
peripd, we have pursued and will continue to pursue every possible
avenue to securs the ralezase of fthe hostaces. In thesa sfforts,
the support of the Amsrican pecople and of our friends throughgut
the worlé has been a most crucial element. That svpport of other
“e..  mations is eaven more important now. We will seek to continve, along
with other nations and with the gfficials of Iran, a prompt
resplution af the crisis without anv loss of life and through
. peacefpl and diplomatic means.

Thank vou very much.



